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Don’t forget to bring in your empty ink cartridges and old cell phones to the library for  
recycling.Also, remember to renew your e-scrip at Basha’s and Safeway if necessary. For a 
complete list of merchants go to: www.escrip.com. or find a copy at our library. 
 
A great big T H A N KS goes out to Jack Masheeco and the Rim Country C lassic Auto C lub 
for thei r generous gift of $1,000.00 to Northern Gila County Genealogical Society!!! 
 
 
 

 
Enjoy! 

 

http://www.escrip.com/
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N G C GS Genealogy L ibrary  
302 East Bonita Street, Payson, AZ 

 Payson, AZ 85541-5012 
(928) 474-2139 

 
E-Mail Address: N G C GS@NPGcable.com  

 

W E B SI T E : http://users.rootsweb.com/~azngcgs/index.html  
Editor’s Note: If you wish to view this newsletter on line at NGCGS’s website (hold down the “control” key and 
point your cursor on the blue, underlined link, and you will be transported directly to the web-link and additional 
information.  Sorry, it won’t work if you’re just reading a hard copy! 

 

L ibrary Hours: Thursday, F riday, & Saturday, 9 to 4 p.m.  O r By Appointment 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
2007 O F F I C E RS C O M M I T T E E C H A IR M E N 
President............……..…Clarice Christensen Special Projects……Paty Henderson & Kathy McKibben 
First Vice President......………….Val Sullivan       Community Liaison & Publicity........……Nancy Hancock 
Second Vice President..……      .Nancy Hancock Webmaster…….………………………………….Judy Voran 
Secretary................…...............……..Judy Voran Telephone…....…………Paty Henderson & Joann Thompson 
Corresponding Sec....…………….Kay Keplinger Ways & Means…………..........……….........…...Val Sullivan 
Treasurer.......................….….,..Kathy McKibben Historian…….………………………………Kathy McKibben 
Head Librarian / Trainer………...Paty Henderson       Building Maintenance…...…………..…………...Griff Brown 
Office Manager…………………Paty Henderson Membership………………………………….Barbara Ebeling 
 

We specialize in helping add branches to family trees! 
 
M E E T IN GS:  Meetings are held at 1:30 p.m., the first Thursday of the month  
(unless a holiday) at the Genealogy Library.  Visitors are always welcome! 

 
C O RR ESPO ND E N C E :  Please address all correspondence to N G C GS  L ibrary and include a 
long self-addressed, stamped envelope for inquiries. 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 

Individual...................................$15. Family (related, same address).........$25. 
Individual Life..........................$150. Family Life (related, same address $200. 

Associate/Library........................$10. 
 
N E WSL E T T E R:  The GILA HERITAGE, ISSN: 0893-7753, is published quarterly and can be read on line at our website 
(see above for address). The quarterly is not copyrighted. Reprint permission is given, (except for copyrighted material as noted) 
but please give us credit. Neither NORTHERN GILA COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY nor the editor of GILA 
HERITAGE assumes responsibility for errors of facts or judgment on the part of the contributor. Errors will be corrected, 
however, when brought to our attention.  
 
 

             

http://users.rootsweb.com/~azngcgs/index.html
mailto:NGCGS@NPGcable.com
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AAuugguusstt  77,,  TThhuurrssddaayy­­    Program, no business meeting-Renee Durfee will give a  ‘How To’ session 
on: The Preponderance of evidence to prove the name of one of the wives of ancestor , John 
Doyle. 
 
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  44,,  TThhuurrssddaayy­­  Regular business meeting.  For the program, Lois Sobatka will be 
taking us on a covered wagon trip from K ansas to Payson, A rizona along the Santa Fe T rail 
with the Haughts and the C lines. 
  
OOccttoobbeerr  44,,  SSaattuurrddaayy­­  Regular business meeting. For the program, Val Sullivan will be talk ing 
about  The National Road and the G reat Philadelphia Wagon Road and how these roads 
impacted our ancestors’ lives. 
  
NNoovveemmbbeerr  66,,  TThhuurrssddaayy­­ G eneral business meeting. For the program, Paty H enderson will be 
talking about Slover’s Run.  Slover was a scout for General Washington and who died fighting a 
bear . 
 
 
 

 


 
 
Peggy Gray’s monthly basic genealogy class for beginners is a great success, AND we 

have received several new members as a result! Each class is held at the genealogy 
library on the third Friday of each month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.   

Each class will be the same, so if one date isn’t good for you, pre-register for a 
different month.  Pre-registration and payment of fee is required. If attendees are 

already members of the society, the class only costs $5; if an attendee joins the society 
($15) the class will cost $5; if an attendee does not join the society, the class will cost 

$25.  For more information, call Peggy Gray at (928) 474-5015 
 

Thank You, Peggy for conducting these beginning classes! We have gained several 
new members because of your efforts.









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We are the Chosen! 
 
We are the chosen. In each family there is one who seems called to find the ancestors. To put flesh on 
their bones and make them live again, to tell the family story and to feel that somehow they know and 
approve.  
 
Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but, instead, breathing life into all who has gone 
before. We are the storytellers of the tribe. All tribes have one. We have been called, as it were, by 
our genes. Those who have gone before cry out to us, "Tell our story!" So, we do. In finding them, we 
somehow find ourselves.  
 
How many graves have I stood before now and cried? I have lost count. How many times have I told 
the ancestors, "You have a wonderful family; you would be proud of us." How many times have I 
walked up to a grave and felt somehow there was love there for me? I cannot say. 
 
It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to who I am and why I do the things I do. It goes to 
seeing a cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds and indifference and saying, "I can't let this 
happen." The bones here are bones of my bone and flesh of my flesh. It goes to doing something 
about it. It goes to pride in what our ancestors were able to accomplish, how they contributed to what 
we are today. It goes to respecting their hardships and losses, their never giving in or giving up, their 
resoluteness to go on and build a life for their family. 
 
It goes to deep pride that the fathers fought and some died to make and keep us a Nation. It goes to a 
deep and immense understanding that they were doing it for us. It is of equal pride and love that our 
mothers struggled to give us birth. Without them we could not exist, and so, we love each one, as far 
back as we can reach, that we might be born who we are, that we might remember them. So, we do, 
with love and caring and scribing each fact of their existence, because we are they and they are the 
sum of who we are. So, as a scribe called, I tell the story of my family. It is up to that one called in the 
next generation to answer the call and take my place in the long line of family storytellers. 
 
That is why I do my family genealogy, and that is what calls those young and old to step up and 
restore the memory or greet those whom we had never known before. 
Author: unknown 






        




     G ila H eritage, Volume 27, No. 3  August  2008 
 

5





     G ila H eritage, Volume 27, No. 3  August  2008 
 

6

 



     G ila H eritage, Volume 27, No. 3  August  2008 
 

7






"Brick Walls" 

by: Clarice Christensen 

  

In searching for my Mother's family in Chicago, Il I have run into too many brick walls to 
count.  Her Father (my Grandfather) died when she was 5 yrs. of age.  When my 
Grandfather died my Grandmother never mentioned his family to her children.  My 
Grandfather had immigrated in 1899 and had four siblings that followed him in 1902, 1903, 
1904 and 1909.  Axel Victor Anderson came in 1902 and Oscar Einar Anderson came in 
1909.  Anna Maria and Teckla came in 1903 and 1904. Mom had been told that when Victor 
came to America he changed his name from "Anderson" to "Palmquist" and lived in Chicago, 
Il.  Many frustrated days, weeks, months and years in researching finally took me to believe, 
perhaps, Victor did change his name.  When he left Sweden in 1902 his name was Axel 
Victor Barnard Anderson.  Why "Palmquist"?  I found Victor and his brother Oscar Einar 
registered in 1917-1918 WW1 under the surname of "Palmquist".  Their birthdates matched 
so I know these are my Grandfather's brothers.  Additional information was their wives 
names and Victor had a child. 
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At the Mormon Family History Library, Salt Lake City, I found marriage certificates for Victor 
and Mary (Hanson) Palmquist, Oscar Einar and Sophie (Sakreson) Palmquist and a birth 
certificate for Lillian Victoria Palmquist b: 30/5/06 child of Victor and Mary Palmquist. 

In the 1920 census Lillian was living with her parents, however, in 1930 she is not. This 
would mean she is probably married.  Now I need to find her spouses name.  How do I find 
her? 

I sent for Victor's death certificate to find an informants name. Victor died in 1947, is buried 
in Oak Hill Cemetery and the informant is his wife Mary.  No mention of daughter Lillian.  It 
asks for Victor's fathers name and Mary reports it as Alfred Palmquist.  His name was Otto 
Alfred Anderson.  My Mothers family was unaware that the surname was "Anderson".  I still 
have no information on Lillian's married name.  Her mother Mary died 1955 in Chicago, Il.  I 
sent for her death certificate KNOWING the informant would be her daughter Lillian.  
WRONG!  The informant was Martha Hanson perhaps a relative to Mary.  Now comes the 
good part of the story.  Victor and Mary are buried in the Oak Hill Cemetery in Blue Island, 
Il.  I called for the information they have on the burial cards.  I spoke to Lewis, a very kind 
and caring person.  Of course, the cards state the burial lot and section.  No real help to me.  
I told Lewis my plight and how I have to find a child or grandchild of Lillian "whats her 
name"!  He said he would look in the vault and see if any records connected to Victor and 
Mary would mention Lillian.  About a week later Lewis called and said nothing new EXCEPT 
it named a Lillian Wahlgren that took care of the arrangements for her mother Mary.  
BINGO!  Now I have a married surname.  I have sent for a death certificate for Lillian Victoria 
Palmquist Wahlgren in Chicago, Il.  Say a little genealogy prayer that I will finally find my 
family. 

My Mother's name was Lillian Odelia Anderson Anderson.  No doubt in my mind Lillian 
Victoria was named after my Mom.  Mom was b:31/5/05 in MN. and Lillian Victoria was b: 
30/5/06 Il.  At this time was my Grandfather and his brother Victor's families close?  I would 
like to believe they were.  What happened after my Grandfather died I don't know.  Oscar 
Einar (brother) married having no children.  He died between 1920-1930 and his wife Sophie 
d:1977.  Their is no family left on Sophie's side as well.  Mom and Lillian Victoria lived their 
lives in a distance of 400 miles and never knew each other.  I am saddened by this.  My 
Grandmother died when Mom was 21 yrs old.  Mom had a brother and family but the rest of 
their family was lost to them. 

I will find my family and someday soon I will telephone one of them and say "I'm your lost 
family and oh, by the way you're Anderson's not Palmquist's".  I hope they won't hang up on 
me and we will have a reunion that we will be able to enjoy the rest of our lives.  They will be 
surprised that there about 40 of us with we cousins, grandchildren and great grandchildren.  
I look forward to that day. 

 

 


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Congratulations to: Carol Brooks, wife of member Bob Brooks for winning the quilt raffle on the 
July 3rd picnic.  Sue Owen donated her time and materials for this beautiful quilt and the raffle netted 
our club $176.00. 
 
 
Thanks to: Val Sullivan for her very enlightening  May 3rd  program on ‘Using Timelines in Your    
                    Research’ 
 
                    Judy Voran for taking time out of her busy schedule to give a June 21st session ‘How  
                    To’ about Ancestry.com 
 
                    Paty Henderson for hosting our July 3rd picnic and for bringing Dennis Perch to speak  
                    about the Declaration of Independence. A great time was had by all ! 
         








     G ila H eritage, Volume 27, No. 3  August  2008 
 

10



Before I Close……… 
 
Grace Johns, a long standing member of our society has moved to Montana.  Her new address is: 
Grace Johns 
3710 American Way #301 
Missoula, Mt 59808 
I’m sure she would love to hear from us.!! 
 
Happy Hunting, 
Nancy Hancock 


















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northern Gila Co. G enealogical Society, Inc. 
302 E . Bonita St. 
Payson, AZ 85541-5012 
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